
Mrs. Louise Wilson Harris
August 20, 1948 - December 23, 2025

Louise Wilson Harris, a retired educator, passed away peacefully on
December 23 at the age of 77. She is survived by her son, Chris Harris of
Madison, Alabama, and her brother, Dwayne Wilson (Jill) of Wildersville,
Tennessee. She was preceded in death by her husband of 41 years, Don
Harris, and her mother, Zula Bradfield Wilson. 

 Mrs. Harris was an active member of the Broad Street Church of Christ, where
she taught Bible classes for more than 30 years. She and her husband also
coordinated the church’s funeral food committee for more than 15 years. 

 Born on August 20, 1948, in Wildersville, Tennessee, Louise lived in the
Christian Chapel community of Wildersville, as well as in Louisville, Kentucky,
and Lexington, Tennessee. She attended Christian Chapel School, Beaver,
Pin Oak, Lexington City School, and Lexington High School. 

 She earned her bachelor’s degree from Bethel College, a master’s degree in
education from Trevecca Nazarene University, and also attended Freed-
Hardeman College. Louise was a talented basketball player, earning the
nickname “Big Red” due to her red hair and tenacity on the court. She helped
lead Lexington High School to three state tournaments in four years and also
played a role in the early development of the women’s basketball program at
Memphis State University. She always remained a loyal supporter of the
Lexington and Memphis Tigers. 

 Louise and Don were married on December 17, 1983, at the Broad Street
Church of Christ in Lexington, Tennessee. Both were educators at Paul G.



Caywood School, where they became close friends before eventually dating—
a relationship their students encouraged. Their lives changed forever on
August 30, 1984, with the birth of their son, Christopher. They spent countless
nights at ball practices and games, proudly never missing a moment. Their
love for one another and devotion to their family served as a shining example
of Christian love. 

 Mrs. Harris devoted 36 years to education, teaching at South Haven,
Westover in Henderson County, and Paul G. Caywood School, where she
spent 24 years teaching eighth-grade English and literature. Her classes were
challenging yet fair. Notably, she guided students through Mark Twain’s The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer and explored the power of the human spirit
through The Diary of Anne Frank. She developed a grammar guide for her
students that became known as “Mrs. Harris’ Holy Bible of English.” Former
students often stopped by her home or classroom to pick up a copy to help
them with writing projects in high school or college. After retiring from public
education, she continued teaching for six more years at Jackson Christian
School. 

 In the early 1980s, Mrs. Harris escorted two groups of high school students to
Europe under the supervision of the People-to-People High School Student
Ambassador Program, established by President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
Students toured several European countries and lived with host families in
three of them. 

 Her hobbies included ancestry research—tracing family roots back to the
1400s—antiquing (or “junking”) for hidden treasures, long yard sales, crafts,
traveling the world on student and family trips, decorating her home for every
holiday (with Christmas holding an extra special place in her heart), and
hosting gatherings. She loved developing recipes and showcasing her
culinary talents. Her home became a bakery around the holidays as she made
homemade Reese’s peanut butter cups, fudge, and butterscotch delights each
year for students, family, and friends. If you were lucky enough, you probably
received some as gifts over the years. She also had a genuine love for sports,



supporting Chris’s journey in sports broadcasting and attending live games
from coast to coast. 

 Louise often reflected that her life spanned from the era of party-line
telephones to a time when nearly everyone carried a cell phone capable of
instant communication around the world. 

 Mrs. Harris wrote that she lived her life by these truths: treat others as you
want to be treated; put others first; honor God and fellow man; and
demonstrate for her students the character they would aspire to emulate. She
shaped the lives of thousands, inspiring them not only through instruction but
by equipping them with the tools needed to succeed in life. 

 Louise loved life, her students, her family—but most of all, she loved her Lord
and Savior. 

 Funeral services are scheduled for 12 PM, Saturday, December 27, at Broad
Street Church of Christ in Lexington. Interment will follow in Christian Chapel
Cemetery. The family will receive friends on Friday at Pafford Funeral Home
from 3 – 8 PM and on Saturday, at Broad Street Church of Christ, from 9 AM
until time of service. In lieu of flowers, the family would love for donations to
be made to St. Jude Research Hospital and the Alzheimer’s Association in the
name of Don and Louise Harris.



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 26. 3:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Pafford Funeral Home
71 Monroe Avenue
Lexington, TN 38351
(731) 968-2544
info@paffordfuneralhome.com
https://www.paffordfuneralhome.com/

Visitation

DEC 27. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Broad Street Church of Christ
Broad Street
Lexington, TN

Church Service

DEC 27. 12:00 PM (CT)

Broad Street Church of Christ
Broad Street
Lexington, TN

mailto:info@paffordfuneralhome.com
https://www.paffordfuneralhome.com/
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Pafford Funeral Home - December 26, 2025 at 12:02 PM

Pafford Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Mrs.
Louise Wilson Harris

Rosemary Dennison - December 26, 2025 at 05:26 PM

Sending my deepest sympathy to Chris and the entire family. Mrs.
Harris was one of my favorite teachers and always had an
encouraging word for all. She and Don did so much for our mother
and countless others. 

 Rosemary (Enochs) Dennison

Linda Elam - December 26, 2025 at 01:21 PM

Linda Elam lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Louise Wilson Harris
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Pafford Funeral Home - December 26, 2025 at 11:59 AM

87 files added to the album LifeTributes

Valerie & Tim Parker - December 25, 2025 at 08:49 AM

Valerie & Tim Parker lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Louise Wilson Harris

John and Amanda Harriss & Debora Corlew - December 24,
2025 at 09:29 PM

John and Amanda Harriss & Debora Corlew
purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Mrs. Louise Wilson Harris.

https://www.paffordfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.paffordfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Krista Grave - December 24, 2025 at 12:49 PM

Mrs. Louise was a wonderful teacher and great lady. Our family is
forever grateful for the wonderful neighbor she and Mr. Don were to
our parents. She will be missed.

Teresa Haislip - December 24, 2025 at 11:20 AM

Teresa Haislip lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Louise Wilson Harris

Peggy Fitzpatrick - December 24, 2025 at 09:01 AM

Peggy Fitzpatrick lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Louise Wilson Harris

Steve and Elizabeth Vineyard - December 24, 2025 at 02:56 AM

Steve And Elizabeth Vineyard lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Louise Wilson Harris
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Barbara Willis - December 24, 2025 at 12:35 AM

Barbara Willis lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Louise Wilson Harris

Nina Prince - December 24, 2025 at 12:33 AM

Nina Prince lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Louise Wilson Harris

Denise Mooney - December 23, 2025 at 11:17 PM

Denise Mooney lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Louise Wilson Harris

Denise Mooney - December 23, 2025 at 11:17 PM

Always loved our visits and remembering our time together when
our boys played ball together.



TR

EW

RS

LV

Tony Rogers - December 23, 2025 at 10:41 PM

Our church family has lost another great
member. I have so many memories of Don
and Louise. They both were my children’s
favorite teachers at Caywood. They have left
Chris an amazing legacy. Love and prayers

Evelyn Jackson Williams - December 23, 2025 at 09:57 PM

Dwayne, I am so sorry about the loss of Louise. May God comfort
and strengthen you and your family.

Rhonda Sanders - December 23, 2025 at 07:49 PM

Louise was a special person. I loved talking our genealogy and all
things family with her. Prayers for Chris, Dewayne and all who loved
her. 

Lydia Vaughn - December 23, 2025 at 07:26 PM

Lydia Vaughn lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Louise Wilson Harris


